Meeting #13
Step 12 (part 2) - carry this message to alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all our
affairs.
1) (Page 96) Suppose now you are making your second visit to a man. He has read this
volume and says he is prepared to go through with the Twelve Steps of the program of
recovery. Having had the experience yourself, you can give him much practical advice.
Let him know you are available if he wishes to make a decision and tell his story, but do
not insist upon it if he prefers to consult someone else.
(Page 98) It is not the matter of giving that is in question, but when and how to give.
That often makes the difference between failure and success. The minute we put our
work on a service plane, the alcoholic commences to rely upon our assistance rather
than upon God. He clamors for this or that, claiming he cannot master alcohol until his
material needs are cared for. Nonsense. Some of us have taken very hard knocks to learn
this truth: Job or no job - wife or no wife - we simply do not stop drinking so long as we
place dependence upon other people ahead of dependence on God.
Burn the idea into the consciousness of every man that he can get well regardless of
anyone. The only condition is that he trust in God and clean house.
2) (Page 98) Now, the domestic problem: There may be divorce, separation, or just
strained relations. When your prospect has made such reparation as he can to his family,
and has thoroughly explained to them the new principles by which he is living, he should
proceed to put those principles into action at home. That is, if he is lucky enough to have
a home. Though his family be at fault in many respects, he should not be concerned
about that. He should concentrate on his own spiritual demonstration. Argument and
fault-finding are to be avoided like the plague. In many homes this is a difficult thing to
do, but it must be done if any results are to be expected. If persisted in for a few
months, the effect on a man's family is sure to be great. The most incompatible people
discover they have a basis upon which they can meet. Little by little the family may see
their own defects and admit them. These can then be discussed in an atmosphere of
helpfulness and friendliness.
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Meeting #13 (cont.)
Step 12 (part 2) - carry this message to alcoholics, and to practice these
principles in all our affairs.
3) (Page 100) Both you and the new man must walk day by day in the path of spiritual
progress. If you persist, remarkable things will happen. When we look back, we realize
that the things which came to us when we put ourselves in God's hands were better
than anything we could have planned. Follow the dictates of a Higher Power and you will
presently live in a new and wonderful world, no matter what your present
circumstances!
4) (Page 100) Assuming we are spiritually fit, we can do all sorts of things alcoholics are not
supposed to do. People have said we must not go where liquor is served; we must not
have it in our homes; we must shun friends who drink; we must avoid moving pictures
which show drinking scenes; we must not go into bars; our friends must hide their
bottles if we go to their houses; we mustn't think or be reminded about alcohol at all.
Our experience shows that this is not necessarily so.
We meet these conditions every day. An alcoholic who cannot meet them, still has an
alcoholic mind; there is something the matter with his spiritual status. His only chance
for sobriety would be someplace like the Greenland Ice Cap, and even there an Eskimo
might turn up with a bottle of scotch and ruin everything! Ask any woman who has sent
her husband to distant places on the theory he would escape the alcohol problem.
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Meeting #13 (cont.)
Step 12 (part 2) - carry this message to alcoholics, and to practice these
principles in all our affairs.
5) (Page 19) None of us makes a sole vocation of this work, nor do we think its
effectiveness would be increased if we did. We feel that elimination of our drinking is
but a beginning. A much more important demonstration of our principles lies before us
in our respective homes, occupations and affairs. All of us spend much of our spare time
in the sort of effort which we are going to describe. A few are fortunate enough to be so
situated that they can give nearly all their time to the work.
(Page 102) Your job now is to be at the place where you may be of maximum helpfulness
to others, so never hesitate to go anywhere if you can be helpful. You should not
hesitate to visit the most sordid spot on earth on such an errand. Keep on the firing line
of life with these motives and God will keep you unharmed.
(Page 103) After all, our problems were of our own making. Bottles were only a symbol.
Besides, we have stopped fighting anybody or anything. We have to!
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